12A - JACKSON HOLE NEWS&GUIDE, Wednesday, May 26, 2010

Open roads, ski route eyed in Yellowstone

New ideas for winter use in first
national park stimulate panel.

By Cory Hatch

New ideas for winter travel in Yellowstone include
plowing some roads and setting up a series of huts for-

multi-day ski trips.
A panel Tuesday came up with those 1deas as it fo-
cused on balancing resource protection with the eco-
nomic and social needs of surrounding communities.
- The discussion took place during the Yellowstone
Business Partnership’s seventh annual conference at
Jackson Lake Lodge.

The overall theme of the conference, re-envisioning
winter, dominated the afternoon as some panelists
brought up alternatives to the seemingly intermina-
ble controversy over snowmabile use in the park.

Those ideas included plowing some roads and the
ski hut system. Today no roads are plowed into the

“interior and skiing is usually a one-day excursion.

The discussion comes as Park Service officials try

to come up with a new winter-use plan for Yellow- ‘

~stone before November 2011.

David Jacob, Park Service program manager for
the latest Yellowstone winter-use effort, said a pri-
mary goal of the Obama administration is to come up
with a plan that can withstand the inevitable court
challenges that will follow once it is adopted.

For that, the Interior Department selected a team:

 to work on the plan that “isn’t weighed down by the

baggage of the past.”

“It really frees us up for the future,” he said. “A lot
of the mistrust that had been there in the past seems
to have fallen away.”

Part of that new team is a group of scientists to
make the science behind the upcoming decision
“bombproof.”

That science will subsequently be peer-reviewed
- by a team of U.S. Geological Survey scientists.

So far, the Park Service has received roughly
10,000 comments on the plan that span the spectrum,
with people calling for no motorized use to unlimited
motorized use.

“Some folks say if you allow motorized use the re-
sources won't be there for future generations,” Jacob
said. “Others say if I can’t get in there in the winter,
I can’t enjoy it.”
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Snow coach passengers take turns lookmg at wxldhfe through a spottmg scope on a wmter tour from

West Yellowstone, Mont., to old Faxthful

Jan Brown, executwe director of the Yellowstone
Business Partnershlp, said having the park closed a
quarter of the year is hurting the region’s economy.

“People shut down all over the region because
Yellowstone is closed,” she said, suggestmg that the .

Park Service look at those economic impacts as it for-
mulates the latest winter use plan.

Brown said plowing Yellowstone’s lowest elevation
roads would connect the region year-round, especially
with Linx, a burgeoning transportation system that
spans Greater Yellowstone. .-~

Further, Brown said plowing the roads would al-
low more affordable access to the pubhc while still
leaving tour operators the chance to give tours.

“Let’s see if we can do better an?:l still accommodate
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" tems out of West Yellowstone, Mont., said the most
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more people 12 months of the year,” she said. “We're
coming at this from the well-being of the Greater Yel-
lowstone businesses and communities. Hopefully, we
can have year-round employment for more people.”
Doug Edgerton, owner of Yellowstone Track Sys-

recent winter-use decisions have been based on poli-
tics, not what's best for the average visitor.

“It’s for the benefit of the permittees and the ben-
efit of the wealthy,” he said. “You have to have a lot of
money to visit Yellowstone during the winter.”

“What this has done to a lot of the small busm‘eﬁ,g‘
es in West Yellowstone has been catastrophic,” Edg-
erton said. “It has concentrated the wealth into the







